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Thoroughbred Racing Commission decides on recommendations of Graded Stakes Committee
Grades Stakes will be subject to additional drug testing
The Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission (DTRC) recently decided in conjunction with the Delaware Park Management that the recommendations of the Graded Stakes Committee of the Thoroughbred Owners and Breeder’s Association (TOBA) be adopted on a voluntary basis.  The recommendation from the TOBA Graded Stakes Committee, as of July 1, 2004, is for all Graded Stakes to be subject to additional drug testing.  
During mid June, the Graded Stakes Committee decided to push back that recommendation to some time in August, 2004, since all of the states participating were not yet ready for compliance.  However, at the July 14, 2004 DTRC meeting the Commission voted unanimously and in concurrence with the management of Delaware Park to proceed with the additional testing.  Chairman Bernard J. Daney stated that “The Delaware Racing Commission intends to comply with the recommendations of the Graded Stakes Committee by doing this type of extensive drug testing on our Graded Stakes and other major events. The most important thing that the Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission can do in addition to protecting the public’s interest is to advocate for the health and welfare of the horse and to limit the use of prohibited medications.”  All of the special testing that was done on the Graded Stakes during the weekend of July 17- 18, 2004 revealed all clear tests.

The Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission is also spearheading a movement to have all jockeys use a newly developed “padded whip” to also minimize any abuse to the horses.   The commission at their last two meetings displayed a padded whip that is presently being used by all of the Steeplechase riders in North America and extensively in England.   The current sample whip that the commission is looking at is approximately 26.5 inches in length and .30 lbs in weight.   The padded portion of the whip is reportedly less likely to cause welts on the horses.  The Commission is awaiting a sample of a 28 inch whip and a 30inch variety prior to going to a public meeting to make a rule change. The Delaware Jockey colony has been positive in its reaction to the new whip and would like to see the 28 and 30 inch models when they become available.  

For more information on the additional drug testing or the “padded whip” please contact:  John F. Wayne, Executive Director at (302) 242-4467 cell phone.
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