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DDA announces Specialty Crop Grant recipients 

 
On Thursday, October 15, Delaware Secretary of Agriculture, Ed Kee announced the Delaware 

recipients of Specialty Crop Grant funds that are awarded for projects designed to enhance the 

competitiveness of Delaware specialty crops.  Specialty crops are defined as “fruits, vegetables, tree 

nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops (including floriculture).  Funding went the 50 states, the 

District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Island.   

 

In announcing the grants, Kee said, “These grants will assist Delaware growers with market expansion 

and the development of new products.  The competitiveness of Delaware’s specialty crops will be 

increased through continuing education, applied research, improved technology, and genomic research. I 

am very grateful to the USDA for continuing the Specialty Crops Grant Program that will benefit, not 

just Delaware, but all of U. S. agriculture.” 

   

Nine Delaware projects received a total of $ 225,495.45 from the USDA AMS Specialty Crop Block 

Grant Program that was authorized under the Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004, and 

amended under the 2008 Farm Bill.  The nine projects will: 

 

 Partner with the University of Delaware in cooperation with the Fruit and Vegetable Growers 

Association of Delaware to develop a produce food safety training program for Good Agricultural 

Practices and Good Handling Practices to include training for direct marketers, a pilot traceability 

project, and applied research on reducing potential pathogen loads in surface water 

 

 Partner with the Delaware Christmas Tree Growers’ Association to improve the practices of growing 

Christmas trees; to promote the marketing of Christmas trees and related products; to educate 

members on best growing practices and industry trends; and to educate the general public on the 

environmental and societal benefits of growing Christmas trees 

 

 Partner with the Bethany Beach and Fenwick Island Farmers’ Markets to promote and provide a 

market for regional specialty crops through local print, video, and web media.  

 

 Partner with the Mar Del Watermelon Growers Association to expand the Mar-Delicious brand to 

local area food stores 

 

-MORE- 

 



 Partner with the University of Delaware and Delaware Nursery and Landscape Association to 

coordinate with the several garden centers to develop a fourth publication in the Plants for a Livable 

Delaware series to address ecosystem services provided by native plant landscaping and develop 

procedures for the production of native plants that fit into current production practices 

 

 Partner with the University of Delaware to develop guidelines to improve the management of drip 

irrigation systems and methods for vegetable growers to use soil moisture sensors to maximize profit 
 

 Partner with Delaware State University to develop genomic resources and approaches for improving 

characteristics of lima beans 

 

 Partner with the University of Delaware to evaluate and develop new watermelon varieties for pest 

resistance and disease management from Fusarium Wilt 

 

 Partner with the University of Delaware to develop and disseminate alternative weed management 

procedures for lima bean and snap bean production in Delaware, options that reduce the reliance of 

ALS inhibiting herbicides 
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