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UPDATE :
DELAWARE’S WILDLAND FIREFIGHTERS DIVERTED TO IDAHO

The wildland firefighters dispatched to California last Thursday to assist with efforts to contain western 
wildfires has been reassigned to the Blackerby fire, which is burning six miles southeast of Graingeville, 
Idaho. The fire is currently about 4,800 acres in size and is threatening homes, power lines, and 
endangered species habitat. Due to the fire’s remote location, the firefighters may be “spiked out” for up 
to 4 days, which means they will not stay in a central camp but will be sleeping within hiking distance of 
the fire. If the fire crew is indeed spiked out, food, beverages, and other supplies will be flown in to 
them.

The Delaware Forest Service does not expect to hear any additional updates from the fire fighters until 
the middle of the week. For more information on the fire, you can visit the National Interagency Fire 
Center's (NIFC) web site, which is updated daily, and look for the Blackerby fire under the Northern 
Rockies report section. The web address is: www.nifc.gov/news/sitreprt.pdf.

Delaware’s crew, which consists of 20 firefighters, was originally destined for California to battle the 
Deer Fire on the Mendocino National Forest, about 20 miles northeast of Redwood Valley.  If the team 
remains out west for the entire 14 day assignment, the crew will be back in Delaware on Saturday, 
8/27/05.

The Wildland Fire Crew consists of: 
*Michael Valenti, Dover
*Glenn Gladders, Dover
*Todd Gsell, Townsend
*Henry Poole, Carney’s Point, NJ
*Erich Burkentine, Lewes
*Samual Topper, Dewey Beach
Michael Brown, Hartly
Matt Dotterer, Milton
Andrew Mathe, Wilmington
Monica Waller, Mill Creek

Logan Fountain, Townsend
Michael Nelson, Oxford, PA
Kevin Hauer, Dover
Jenny McDermott, Newark
Jonathan Richardville, Wilmington
Timothy Mutter, Dover
Christopher Hammond, Smyrna
Stephen Gilbert, Millsboro
Anthony Pilittier, Frederica
Zachary Knox, Bear

*Delaware Forest Service Employees

For further information, contact: Austin Short, State Forest Administrator:
Tel.: (302) 698-4548, (800) 282-8685 (DE only), or (302) 245-3462 (Cell)
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