
UPDATE on the Foot and Mouth Situation in Asia 
(2/4/2011) 

 
Before you disregard this message because the title says “in Asia”, PLEASE keep in 
mind that we have thousands of visitors from Asia entering our country every month. 
You may even be considering a trip overseas yourself!  
 
Do you think it’s possible that someone from an FMD-affected farm in Asia could pass 
through US customs without having their shoes disinfected? If yes, will that person visit 
a farm or farm-related business during their stay? I hope not.  
 
PLEASE KEEP YOUR EYES AND EARS OPEN FOR ANY NEWS OF VESICULAR 

DISEASE IN DELAWARE swine, cattle, sheep or goats!!  
 

Vesicular disease = blisters or small round open sores located anywhere on 
the mouth, feet, or teats of these animals. 

 
Click here to see photos of animals with Foot and Mouth disease:  
 
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/DiseaseInfo/clinical-signs-photos.php?name=foot-and-
mouth-disease 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Afterhours Emergency Disease Hotline is (302)233.1480 
 

Please store it in your cell phone if you have a minute. I would rather investigate 10 
“false alarms” than miss the real deal. 
 
Here are a few points about the ongoing S. Korea FMD outbreak, which could easily 
apply to the US, Canada, or Mexico should the virus make its way into this part of the 
world either accidentally or through an act of agroterrorism: 
 
There are only 3 provinces in the country that have not been affected by the outbreak. 
The disease has spread rapidly due to cold weather inhibition of cleaning and 
disinfection protocols. There have been 141 separate cases of FMD reported, with ~3 
million head of livestock euthanized so far. Mainly swine are being affected. Other 
species affected are cattle and goats. The government has begun vaccinating all 13 
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million animals in the country, with mobilization of 172,000 personnel. Estimated cost to 
date is over 1 billion USD.  The virus has been spread by improperly disinfected vehicles 
and humans moving between farms. 
 

 
 
What can you do? If you’re a veterinarian, please check out the link below. My office is 
offering two ‘refresher Foreign Animal Disease courses’ this month and next month. The 
brochure explaining more about the DDA classes we will be offering for veterinarians 
can be found at the following link: 
 
http://www.dda.delaware.gov/poultryah/index.shtml 
 
If you’d like to sign up for the course, please email Kelly Degano at 
kelly.degano@state.de.us and we will put you on our Notification List. 
 
If you’re an animal producer and would like to read more about Foot and Mouth 
Disease, please check out the following links: 
 
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/DiseaseInfo/disease.php?name=foot-and-mouth-disease 
 
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/fmd_info.html 
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Thank you for your continued diligence, 

 
Heather L. Hirst, DVM MS 
State Veterinarian 
Delaware Department of Agriculture 
302-698-4500 


