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Delaware has new CAFO regulations

New regulations concerning Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) in Delaware are
effective beginning November 11, 2010. Poultry farmers and livestock operations in the First State that
are identified as CAFOs will need to apply for a CAFO permit within 90 days after the effective date of
these regulations. To apply for the permit, farmers and other livestock operators must send a signed
Notice of Intent (NOI) and a copy of their most recent nutrient management plan (NMP) or animal
waste management plan (AWMP) to the Delaware Department of Agriculture (DDA) on or before
February 9, 2011. Please note: To be accepted, all NMPs and AWMPs submitted must be written by a
certified nutrient management consultant.

Operations that are not currently defined as CAFOs but will become a CAFO in the future will need to
submit a NOI at least 180 days prior to beginning operations or as assigned by the Secretary of
Agriculture.

Ed Kee, Delaware Secretary of Agriculture, said, “I salute Delaware’s farmers and other livestock
operators who have consistently shown themselves to be environmental stewards. As environmental
concerns have changed and evolved through the years, our farmers have stepped to the plate and have
always committed to utilizing the best management practices as needed. | am confident that this
tradition will continue and I thank them in advance for continuing to help minimize the impact of excess
nutrients on Delaware’s water quality. The Delaware Department of Agriculture stands ready to assist
farmers and other livestock operators as they work through the process.”

Producers and the public that have questions about CAFOs and the regulations may go the DDA website
www.dda.delaware.gov and find a copy of the regulations, Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs), and the
NOI form. Those without computer access may call DDA directly for assistance and for hard copies of
the regulations, FAQs, and the NOI. For more information or to submit a Notice of Intent (NOI)
contact:

Larry Towle

Phone:  (302) 698-4500 or (800) 282-8685 (DE only)

E-Mail: Larry. Towle@state.de.us

Fax: (302) 697-6287

Selected briefs from the FAQs:
e The owner or operator of any CAFO that discharges pollutants or proposes to discharge pollutants
into the waters of the State is required to seek a NPDES CAFO permit.


http://www.dda.delaware.gov/
mailto:Mark.Davis@state.de.us

There is no fee for the permit.

The Delaware Department of Agriculture can assist owners and operators by providing a self
assessment/risk assessment tool that will help them make a determination of discharge.

Examples of Factors to be considered are provided by the EPA in the FAQ for all animal sectors, the
dairy sector, the beef cattle sector, the swine sector, and the poultry sector.

Acquiring a NPDES CAFO permit and implementation of associated BMPs will help provide
protection to the owner operator against action by the state and federal governments and against
citizen suits if a discharge should occur.

The Secretary of Agriculture may request additional information or changes to be made to the
Nutrient Management Plan if necessary and all NOIs will be subject to public review.

The permit application process will take a minimum of 60 days for approval after the NOI
application is submitted.

Permits may be granted for up to five years.
Records must be maintained on site for 6 years.
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