TO:
All Delaware Value-Added Food and Service Companies and Specialty Commodity Growers

FROM:    Melanie H. Rapp, Marketing Specialist, Delaware Department of Agriculture


    800-282-8685 or 302-698-4522; e-mail:  Melanie.Rapp@state.de.us

DATE:
    April 29, 2004

RE:          Marketing Opportunities for Your Business:  Out-of-State
I hope everyone is fine and that your businesses are doing well.  

I am writing to update you regarding a promotional opportunity at the Delaware State Fair and out-of-state marketing and trade show opportunities for your company.  I encourage you to consider the benefits that each of these programs may provide and contact me if you are interested in participating or require additional information.

Promotion at the Delaware State Fair:  July 22 – 31, 2004 
Opportunity:
  Promote your products and your business 

  

Date:                July 22–31

Location:
 Agricultural Commodities and Education Building, Delaware State Fair

Information:   New this year, the Delaware Department of Agriculture, will develop an    

                         exhibit of Delaware value-added foods, agribusiness services, and specialty

                         commodities.  There is no fee to exhibit.
Contact:          To showcase your product or service, contact me by July 1st.
The following trade shows and buyers missions may provide excellent marketing opportunities for your business.  Not every show or mission is appropriate for all Delaware companies, but I am listing all of them so everyone can see what opportunities are available.  

If your company is interested in exhibiting at the show, please let me know.  If you would like to

“walk” a U.S. trade show and learn more about the venue and the marketing opportunities there, let me know, and I will try to arrange this for you and your company.

Also, included in most trade shows is information on Buyers Missions.  Buyers Missions represent the most cost effective way to meet with qualified buyers from other countries.  If you are interested in export, I urge you to consider them.

Food Export USA – Northeast

The Delaware Department of Agriculture is one of 10 states in the Northeast that is a member of Food Export USA – Northeast, a non-profit organization that promotes the export of food and agricultural products from the northeast region.  In conjunction with all its member state departments of agriculture, Food Export USA – Northeast, provides a wide range of services to facilitate trade between local food companies and importers around the world.  These services include: export promotion, customized export assistance, and a cost-share funding program.  
Most of the trade shows include Buyers Missions, developed by the staff of Food Export USA – Northeast with the assistance of the state departments of agriculture.

To learn more about programs available for your company, visit Food Export’s web site:

www.foodexportusa.org  or call me.

Calendar of Out-of-State Marketing Opportunities
May 2004
Opportunity:    National Restaurant Association Show and Foodservice Buyers Mission

Date:

   May 22-25, 2004

Location:
   McCormick Center, Chicago, IL

Information:     The premiere restaurant show in the nation with more than 70,000+    
                            industry professionals from large chain, multi-unit, and independent 

                            foodservice operations.  Delaware companies exhibited in 2001 and 2002.
Mission:             Food Export Northeast will bring a delegation of foodservice buyers from 


   Asia and Latin America to meet with interested company participants from 

                           Delaware.
June 2004

Opportunity:  International Dairy, Deli, and Bakery Show
Date:

June 6-8, 2004

Location:
Washington Convention Center, Washington, D.C.

Information:  The East Coast’s dairy, deli, and bakery show targeting all retail outlets.
Mission:          Delaware companies can meet a delegation of buyers from Mexico and 

                        Southeast Asia at the show.
Opportunity:   Expohotel Food Show Plus

Date:                June 9-11, 2004

Location:         Expohotel, Cancun, Mexico

Information:    Show to market your products to large hotel chains and restaurants in 



  Mexico.  Companies will be provided with in-market briefings, matchmaker

                          meetings, and product surveys.
Opportunity:   Taipei International Food Show Plus

Date:

  June 17-20, 2004

Location:          Convention Center, Taipei, Taiwan

Information:    Show will market to retail trade in Taiwan.  Companies will be provided



  with in-market briefings, matchmaker meetings, and product surveys.
Opportunity:  NASFT Fancy Food Show and Buyers Mission

Date:

 June 27-29, 2004

Location:        Jacob Javits Center, New York City

Information:  The East Coast’s largest specialty food show.  Companies must join the 

             National Association of Specialty Food Trade to exhibit at the show.

             The DDA developed a Delaware pavilion of companies and provided

             marketing assistance and tools for the companies that exhibited at this show



 in 1999, 2000, and 2001.

Mission:          Food Export Northeast will host a delegation of specialty food buyers from 


             the EU and Scandinavia to meet with companies from Delaware.


July 2004

Opportunity:  Food Ingredient Buyers Mission

Date:               July 12-16, 2004

Location:
Las Vegas Convention Center, Las Vegas, Nevada

Information:  Buyers mission of food ingredient buyers from Latin America and Asia at



the Institute of Food Technology Show in Las Vegas.                                          

September 2004

Opportunity:   Trade Mission to Brazil:  USDA/Foreign Agricultural Service-Sponsored

Date:

  September 10-13 in Sao Paulo and/or September 15-18 in Rio

Location:
  Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Information:   Seminars and meetings on how to sell in Brazil.  One-on-one meetings with


             qualified buyers and a trade show venue. Limited to 10 U.S. companies with


 consumer-ready foods, organic products, or distributors/trading companies

                         interested in selling to the retail sector.  Also exporters of food ingredients.
Opportunity:   Expopan Food Show Plus

Date:                September 18-20, 2004

Location:         Mexico City, Mexico

Information:   Largest food show in Mexico marketing to the retail trade.  Services include:
                         Translation of company profiles, product surveys, in-market briefings,

                         matchmaker meetings, etc.
Opportunity:   Abastur 2004 Trade Show

Date:                September 29-October 1, 2004

Location:         Mexico City, Mexico

Information:   Large food show for the hotel, restaurant, and institutional trade in Mexico



 City.                                                                                                               
October 2004

Opportunity:  PMA Convention and Exposition (Produce Marketing Association)

Date:

October 15-19, 2004

Location:        Anaheim Convention Center, Anaheim, CA

Information:  Largest produce marketing show in the U.S.  2004 will represent the DDA’s



20th year exhibiting for Delaware produce and nursery stock growers.



If you would like to attend or showcase your products at the Delaware booth,



please contact me.
Opportunity:   NACS Trade Show and Buyers Mission (National Assoc. of Convenience 


  Stores)

Date:   
  October 17-20, 2004

Location:
  Las Vegas Convention Center, Las Vegas, Nevada

Information:    Trade show to market to large-chain, regional, and independent 



  Convenience stores in the U.S. 

Mission:
  Food Export – Northeast will host a delegation of buyers from Mexico, 

                          Korea, and Hong Kong at the show.  Buyer-seller meetings will be 



  arranged.            
Opportunity:   SIAL Paris Food Show Plus

Date:                October 17-21, 2004

Location:         Convention Center, Paris, France

Information:   Trade show to market to all retail and food service markets in France.



 Services will include:  translation of company profiles, competitive product



 surveys, in-market briefings, importer/distributor introductions, and


             interpreter services.


December 2004

Opportunity:   Americas Food and Beverage Trade Show

Date:

  December 3-4, 2004

Location:
  Miami Beach Convention Center, Miami Beach, Florida

Information:    Delaware companies have exhibited at the DDA booth since 1998.  The 



  DDA has reserved a booth for the 2004 show.  This show markets to



  companies representing all sectors and to the Caribbean, Mexico, Latin

                          America, and South America. One-on-one meetings with qualified buyers



  will be arranged for Delaware companies.             
I look forward to hearing from you regarding the opportunity to promote your business at the Delaware State Fair.  If you have any interest in any of the trade shows or buyers missions listed in the calendar, please don’t hesitate to telephone me at 302-698-4522 (800-282-8685) or contact me by e-mail at Melanie.Rapp@state.de.us
All the best for continued success with your business.

C:  Anne Fitzgerald, Chief of Communications

