Marketing Assistance

The Delaware Department of Agricultural Marketing Staff provides growers, food processors, and agribusinesses with marketing assistance. They provide leadership and expertise in local, regional, national, and international marketing services for agricultural commodities and products, providing business opportunities and establishing communications channels for Delaware farmers, companies, and industry associations. Their responsibilities include the development of innovative and progressive programs that will enhance market development, expansion, and trade. In addition to developing state-funded programs, the Marketing Staff will manage Delaware federally-funded programs in conjunction with Food Export USA - Northeast, NASDA, USDA/FAS, and others. 

The Marketing staff can assist you with:

· Concept and idea development of new and innovative food products and marketing approaches. 

· Development of a business plan or marketing plan. 
Technical assistance and coordinated services with related agencies, organizations, and companies in the areas of: 

· Marketing tools, including the development of brochures, trade show displays, promotional materials and point of purchase materials
· Media Advertising

· Processing and packaging

· Handling, storage, and distribution

· Market identification
· Local, regional, national, and international markets  

· Opening communications channels between your business and markets. 

· Identifying USDA/Foreign Agricultural Service/State of Delaware/private industry funds available for: 

· Market research. 

· Market introduction. 

· Market expansion. 

· Acquiring marketing opportunities through domestic and international programs. 

· In-state sales opportunities and demonstrations
· Delmarva Shore to Store Program

· Delaware Farmers’ Markets

· Out-of-state opportunities. 

· Domestic and international trade shows.  

· Trade opportunities, including buyers' missions, reverse trade missions, and trade leads. 

For marketing assistance, contact DDA Marketing Staff:

Out of State Marketing and Promotion Assistance for regional, national, and international opportunities

· Value Added Program for small to medium sized food processors

· Food Export USA-Northeast (www.foodexportusa.org)
· Trade Shows/Trade Missions/Buyers’ Missions

· Terminal Market Visits

· Directories and Guides
· Media Strategies including print, radio, television, and internet.

· Contact Marketing Specialist, Melanie Rapp, at the Delaware Department of Agriculture, 2320 S. Dupont Highway, Dover, DE 19901 at 1-800-282-8685 in Delaware or (302) 698-4522 or e-mail: melanie.rapp@state.de.us . 

In-State Marketing and Promotion Assistance for in-state opportunities

· Ag-On-Wheels Trailer 

· Agri-Tourism 

· Media Strategies including print, radio, television, and internet.

· Directories and Guides
· Fairs, Festivals, and event participation

· Matching funds grants
· Contact Marketing Specialist, Amanda Brown, at the Delaware Department of Agriculture, 2320 S. Dupont Highway, Dover, DE 19901 at 1-800-282-8685 in Delaware or (302) 698-4523 or e-mail: amanda.brown@state.de.us . 

Delaware Farmers Markets  and the Delmarva Shore to Store Program
· Contact Markets Coordinator, Gary Petitt, at the Delaware Department of Agriculture, 2320 S. Dupont Highway, Dover, DE 19901 at 1-800-282-8685 in Delaware or (302) 698-4535 or e-mail: gary.petitt@state.de.us .
Communications and Media Relations

· Contact Chief of Community Relations, Anne Fitzgerald, at the Delaware Department of Agriculture, 2320 S. Dupont Highway, Dover, DE 19901 at 1-800-282-8685 in Delaware or (302) 698-4520 or e-mail: anne.fitzgerald@state.de.us 






