
Emerald Ash Borer
(Agrilus planipennis)

Emerald ash borer (EAB) is an exotic beetle with the scientific name Agrilus planipennis. Native to
southeast Asia, it is believed to have been introduced to the Detroit area in the 1990s through infested
packing materials. EAB carves galleries under the bark of ash trees, reducing the trees’ ability to move
water. Infested trees typically harbor so many borers that they die within a year or two. To date, EAB has
killed more than 30 million ash trees in Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.

Ash is a minor component of Delaware’s native forests, and is found mainly in streamside areas and
flood plains. In some urban areas, however, ash is the predominant large street tree, and for this reason
EAB is considered a serious threat to our urban forests.

In 2003, plant materials infested with EAB were mistakenly shipped to Maryland. As a result, a small
infestation was detected in an adjacent woodlot. State and Federal officials established a quarantine
zone and attempted to eradicate the pest by removing all ash trees within a central containment zone.
Unfortunately EAB was detected in 2006 in two areas outside of the original containment zone, and
control efforts continue.

In recent years, the Delaware Forest Service has begun to look for EAB in our state. Forest Service staff
have used a lift truck to inspect ash trees in Wilmington for signs of EAB. Ash trees around high-risk
areas such as the Port of Wilmington and highway rest areas have also been inspected. Given the
severity of the EAB issue in Midwestern states and the recent Maryland detection, State and Federal
authorities will increase early detection efforts in Delaware in coming years. Additionally, a program
has been developed by DDA’s Plant Industries Section to educate the public on the dangers of moving
firewood and, in the process, unintentionally moving unwanted pests such as EAB at a faster rate than
the pests would spread on their own.

Forest Health Alert

Delaware Forest Service  1-800-282-8685
2320 S. DuPont Hwy.    Dover, DE  19901

http://dda.delaware.gov/forestry/
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