
Prepared By: Staff 

   

  Delaware Agricultural Lands Preservation Foundation 
Current Situation Report for December 10, 2014       

 

Delaware Agricultural Statistics  
490,000 acres in Farms   (39% of State Land Area) 

Agricultural Preservation Districts 
District/Expansions Farms Acres 

Approved            1,047              1,294   178,080 
 Pending                        6                    6                      359 

Farm Terminations                       67 10,662 

Totals                 1,053 1,233 167,777 

 

 

 
*Note: Avg. %  includes County Funds  

 

Source of Funds 796  Easements  

* State Funds-         $142,783,138 

* Federal Funds-     $  50,152,143 

* County Funds-     $  11,363,147 

* ISTEA Funds-      $    1,309,173 

*Other Funds-         $    1,370,589     

*Est. Total Funds   $ 206,978,190 

*Landowner Disco $  262,329,624                                                                                                                                                                                                      

*Est.Total Value  $  469,307,814                                 
*Est. Closing Costs          $5,600,000 

 

Total Number of Properties – 

Eligible for Round 19 

 

Total Number of Properties to Appraise 

for Round 19 

 
District Applications Received in 2014 

 
Kent  129 14,023 $56,092,000 70 6,418 $25,672,000  14 730  

New Castle   17    2,088 12,528,000   7 710 $4,260,000  0 0  

Sussex  154 16,530 66,120,000 77 8,899 $35,596,000 19 2,690  

Totals 300  32,641 $134,740,000 154 16,027 $65,528,000 33 3,420    

                                                                                

Kent County Districts 
 

District/Expansions Farms Acres 

Approved             500   601  90,140 

Pending                    5          5  247 

Farm Terminations        23 3,795 

Totals            505 583 86,592  

             New Castle County Districts 

 

District/Expansions Farms Acres 

Approved                103 118 18,494 

Pending                      0 0 0 

Farm Terminations  2 236 

Totals               103 116 18,258 

Sussex County Districts 

 

District/Expansions Farms Acres 

Approved          444 575 69,446 

Pending                 1          1          112 

Farm Terminations  42 6,631 

Totals          445 534 62,927 

 

Averages of Easements  
Agricultural Easements 

 

              Farms Acres Cost 

  

Settlements Final 

 

766 

 

111,890 

 

$200,136,206 

Pending Round 17  1 

 

   54 $ 86,606                          

Pending Round 18 28 3,213 $6,755,378 

 

Totals                                        

 

795 

 

115,157 

 

$206,978,190 

 No. 

Easements 

 

*Discount 

 

Farm Size 

 

Payment 

Landowner 

 
Cost Per Acre 

 
All 795 

 

*56% 

 

145 Acres 

 

 

$259,676 

 

$1,797 

Last 5yrs–

297 

 

*66% 

 

91 Acres 

 

 

$206,335 

 

$2,280 

Last 3yrs-

162 

 

*65% 

 

97 Acres 

 

 

$182,213 

 

$1,885 

Agricultural Easements by County 
  

Easement Land Use 

 

County Farms Acres Cost Type Acres %  

Kent 398 60,774  $91,345,332 Cropland 76,067 66 

NewCastle 88 13,077  $33,430,945 Forestland 30,504 27 

Sussex 309 41,306   82,201,913 Wetland/Other 8,586  7 

Total 795 115,157 $206,978,190  115,157 100 
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Agricultural Lands Preservation Foundation 
Forestland Current Situation Report  

As of December 10, 2014    

Forestland Preservation Areas 
    Forestland 

Areas Acres 

 

Acres 

Approved 34 2,582 

Pending  0     0 

Total               34            2,582 

Not in Easement 10  344 
 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

Source of Funds 9 Easements 

 State -                          $   1,038,401   

 Nature Conservancy-  $      412,403 

 Total of Costs              $  1,450,804 

 Landowner Discount- $   2,808,680 

 Grand Total Value    $  4,259,484 

       Settlement Costs     $     49,717 

 

Delaware Agricultural Lands Preservation Young Farmers Program                                               
 

Farms 

 

Total Acres w/o Residential 

 

Easement Value 

Announced Farmer 

Loan Amount 

 

Actual Farmer Loan  

 

25 
 

2,121 

Acres 

1657 

454 

  10 

Type 

Cropland 

Forest 

Other 

 

$9,383,735 

 

$6,532,710 
 

$6,033,410 

# Prequalification 

Applications Received 
# Approved 

# Waiting for 

Review 

# Denied or No 

Longer Qualify 

Settlement Costs 

Total Cost 
$137,726 

$6,171,136 

 

83 

 

76 

 

0 

 

7  

 

 

Kent County Areas 

 Properties Acres 

Approved 16 963 

Pending 0 0 

Total 16 963 

Sussex County Areas 

 Properties Acres 

Approved 18 1,619 

Pending 0 0 

Total 18 1,619 

Forestland Preservation Areas Selected in Round 14-1 2009 

 

County Properties Acres Easement Value 

Kent                          5 427 $617,277 

Sussex   4 445 $833,527 

Settlements Final 9           872 $1,450,804 

Farmland Easement 15 1,365  

Delaware Agricultural Lands Preservation Programs Grand Totals of all Easements 
 

Programs 

 

Properties Acres Easement Value 

Forestland Preservation Area Easements 9 872 $1,450,804 

Farmland Preservation Easements 796 115,166 $206,993,765 

Total of Forestland & Farmland Easements 805 116,038 $208,444,569 

Total of Forestland & Farmland Landowner Discount   $265,138,304 

Grand Total Value    $473,582,873 

 


